Help Has Arrived!
Isaiah 9:1-7; Titus 3:3-7; Luke 2:1-20

Prayer for [llumination

Ever-present God, Gracious Father, who from the lwofthe Virgin Mary brought new life to all
humanity; Grant to us your Holy Spirit, that heariyour Word we might receive it by faith, and &gy be
born again, born from on high, and so be your smgsdaughters for eternity. Through Jesus Christ,d®
Mary, Son of God. Amen. Hughes Oliphant Old

ChristmasisHere!

Christmas is here! The Long Wait is over! Finallg @get to open the presents that have been
wrapped under the tree and have been driving wy.cFnally we get to enjoy the delicious feastttha
mothers have been preparing. And here in Alaskawea get the bonus of a white Christmas — say$awne
whom this is not usual. And we have a whole ddgsfivities surrounded by our family. What a worider
time!

Christmas and Advent are wonderful seasons fohtfieay cheer they bring. More profoundly,
they are wonderful seasons for highlighting Godighffulness to His people. All through Advent, again
tonight, we remember the hope of the gospel, fiesared to Adam and repeated in every generaion f
4,000 years. It was a long wait! Adam lived for 9&¢ars — long enough to see the fruits of his sin a
violence began to cover the earth. A thousand yasesthe whole earth was such a social cessfiual,
God cleansed it with a flood and restarted the uraae with Noah. God instituted human government t
slow the progress of sin, yet once again wickedgess across the earth, until by the time Augusiiled
the Mediterranean world, the earth was again filéth violence and ravaged by demons.

Immediately after Adam'’s horrible sin, God promisedend a child who would rescue the human
race from the terrors of sin and Satan. Adam areliawld die, but not before they produced a chitdw
would save them. For 4,000 years every generatmheld for that child. All this time God promiseddhgh
His prophets that He had not forgotten his pedpta spoke to Abraham and Moses and David and Isaiah
and hundreds of other prophets that He would comtesave the world. So God’s people waited. And
waited and waited and waited. God had not forgotiem. Everything was going according to God’s
sovereign plan, as He prepared the earth to reeBs/8on. The Apostle Paul explains, “when thenfedis
of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born @fnan, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoptiosams.” When everything was ready, when God’s plan
was completed, when the times were filled up, @chwias born who would save the world. Help had
arrived!

Tonight we celebrate that magical night 2,000 yagswhen God was born as a man — a baby. The
wonder of the incarnation is that God became maimowt ceasing to be God. The child Savior that Adam
and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Zechariah and Elizalketty and Joseph had longed for had finally come!
The hope of all the ages, the longing of all thehedhe desire of nations had arrived! Of couhseangels
sang! It would have been criminal to hush thenudtld have been impossible to hush them! For tlais w
the hinge of history. This was the salvation of wld! Help had arrived!

But this child was not what faithful Jews were ectp®y. They were expecting a powerful warrior
to deliver them from the harsh Romans. They wepeeting a majestic king who would restore Jerusalem
to the glories of kings David and Solomon. Theyevexpecting a righteous ruler who would drive the
wicked from the land and make Israel truly right®duastead they got a baby. A poor baby. | am baby
Jesus was cute, as all babies are — but he wa®wetful or majestic or observably righteous. Aredidas
poor.
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The most faithful, most righteous, most godly peapissed it. They, who were looking and longing
for the Savior, failed to grasp that God was dsoigething more wonderful than they ever dreamefdd
this baby would deal with the hated Romans andghgiory to Jerusalem. But they would have to wait.
They would have to wait for this baby to grow irdanan. They would have to wait and hope as He
proclaimed the coming Kingdom. They would have #twluring the terrors of death and three dark days
in the tomb. They would have to wait for the Holyir8. They would have to wait and persevere duthmg
Roman persecutions. But slowly they would see smoenverted, they would see the power of Rome, fade
they would see society become less violent, andh-thve help of the apostles — followers of Jesosla
see that these blessings, amazing as they were,sueerficial. The astounding mission of this hedpl
baby was nothing less than the reconstructionehtiman race. God had come in human flesh to camdem
sin in the flesh and create a new race of man d@us as its founder. From this baby, into all leve
in Him, will flow a powerful righteousness that Wdring forth a new heavens and new earth. Help has
arrived!

Our epistle lesson reminds us that our salvatipedds entirely upon God’s mercy, and has nothing
to do with any good works that we do. This doesmean that God scorns the good things we do. Nat!at
All-knowing God who sees everything we do is plelsben His creatures care for each other. Buhall t
good that we do cannot save us. Only God can ssiveifuHe will. And praise God, His overwhelming
mercy drove Him into the womb of Mary, out into thhemoil of society, even to the cross so that vighin
be reborn and inhabited by the Holy Spirit. We nhig/lean up our morals if we tried real hard, butcaa
no more rebirth ourselves than we could give Histburselves the first time. People are still mgkime
same mistake that these first century Jews maagl@still think that God wants us to behave. Ttingyk
that the essence of Christianity is to do goodsé@al'he essence of Christianity is a new race gplgeborn
of the Spirit, of the same nature as Jesus. Thihat Jesus was born to do, and this is what Hemacc
plished.

On this Christmas Eve we gather as friends tothesaincient promises and sing familiar carols, yet
we come with burdens small and large. The warmtbusffellowship tonight and the comfort of family
tomorrow will ease those burdens, yet they lingenight | proclaim to you peace and joy and hopalpH
has arrived! That baby born 2,000 years ago wastifetlonged for, and He completely changed thdavo
There is still suffering, so His work is not contelé, yet we wait in hope with peace rejoicing. 3aswvith
us! Jesus is here to help us through our hardsbgssls will come again to complete our salvation.

Leave this hall rejoicing that the Christ child aaand is with us now. Go into the night knowing
that the angels who heralded the birth of Christsarrounding you and guiding you. Go with the lofe
our Father God embracing you. Go, for because oEClthis night is a holy night.

Prayers of the People
On this holy night, let us pray for God to rememther poor and to bring salvation to all the earth.
Heavenly Father, thank you for remembering younpses and sending your Son, Jesus our Lord,
to save us from our sins.

Thank you, that when the world was full of despgi sent the Wonderful Counselor to bring us
hope.

Save those who are suffering, our Father!

Thank you, that at a time when children were abasebimistreated, you came as a Child to save
the weak.

Save the poor and helpless, our Father!
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Thank you, that when peace was maintained at tipe @ich sword, you came as the Prince of Peace
to break the iron grip of oppression.

Save those caught in warfare, persecution, and oppression, our Father!
Thank you, that when the earth was filled with dasjgyou came with the gospel of salvation.

Save all nations, our Father!

Closing Prayer

Almighty God, who has given us your only-begottem $ take our nature upon him, and as at this
time to be born of a pure virgin; Grant that wenlgeiegenerate and made your children by adoptidn an
grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirittdtigh Jesus Christ ouorD, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, throughdluages. Amen.
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