Children of God
Isaiah 52:1-10; Psalm 149; Galatians 4:4-7; Johrl4:

Prayer for [llumination

Ever-present God, Gracious Father, who from the lwofrthe Virgin Mary brought new life
to all humanity; Grant to us your Holy Spirit, thag@aring your Word we might receive it by faithdan
thereby be born again, born from on high, and sgdug sons and daughters for eternity. Throughslesu
Christ, Son of Mary, Son of God. Amen. Hughes Oliphant Old

Celebrating Christmas

It is the time of year when the whole world cel¢bsahe birth of Jesus. Some celebrate by going
to church, some by singing carols, some by bakieaf$, some by decorating a tree, some by givitg Qi
family and friends, some by getting drunk. Mosbjple celebrate Christmas in several of these ways,
that is goodVery good. Except for getting drunk. The birth of Jesas the turning point of history, and it
is good that the world celebrates this fact, e¥émely do not know what they are celebrating. Glasdo
know what they are celebrating. We are celebraind come to save us from our sin.

The world knows how wretched we are — the warsjrias sexual exploitation, poverty, etc. —and
the world grieves these ills. But the world alwayisdiagnoses the problem. The world blames ouoiils
capitalism, or communism; poverty, or wealth; togcm government, too little government, or bad gover
ment, lack of education, or control by elites, &mm one decade to the next, solutions are raida
through which at best solve a few problems whil&imgothers worse, and at worst increase the misery
level across the board. What the world never undeds is that the suffering of the human race siosg
of sin which is rooted in each one of us. AlexadizBenitsyn said that the line between good anlrens
through each human heart, but the world cannotpgitsis — or does not want to. For this is a tratb t
painful to bear. If the problem with mankind is rkaml itself, there is no hope. So the world grespshat
passing pleasures it can find, and one of the€&iistmas. It is fitting that He who came onceded the
hungry throngs should each year bring some johasd who find little of it all year long.

But for Christians, the Feast of the Nativity isiach deeper occasion. We sing, “Joy to the world,
the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King!” Thislpless babe was the help the world so despgratel
needed, and we rejoice that Jesus reigns ovea@dins. The solution to government failure is thie of
Jesus, the solution to oppression and exploitasidhe love of Jesus, the solution to poverty sk lof
education is the wisdom of Jesus. Jesus has cohapas! And for 2,000 years He has been makiigg th
present world a better place. Praise God! But tieeraore. Christians celebrate the permanent, atern
solution to all our ills. Sin, which is more thamact of disobedience, has been defeated. Thiseamdaby
grew up to become the sacrifice which paid foolbur sins -all of our sins — past, present, and future —
so that we might be forgiven of our sins and escpd’'s anger. For Christians Christmas is more than
world-wide celebration of the birth of the Rightsd(ing — it is the beginning of a personal friengshith
All-mighty God. It is wonderful, and necessary,tthim be defeated — but it seems too good to leethrat
our sin has been defeatamlr sins have been forgiven, that this God who canslzby to rule is always
with us to protect and comfort us. For Christiabiristmas makes us giddy with delight! But Christia
also miss the full impact of Christmas.

What Jesus Came to Do

“What Child is This?” That is the pivotal questifor every generation. And while many who
celebrate Christmas give little thought to who 3esas, others answer in various ways. Thoughtfopjze
everywhere recognize Jesus as a great teachernmdusinsider Him to be a prophet. Christians caarsid
Jesus to be the Messiah of Israel, the Son of tRedavior of the world. Most people of all faithgk that
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Jesus came to make us good. That was the inteadeld of His teaching. That is what was expectddisf
prophetic ministry. That is why Jesus came to théworld. In a world of violence, of hatred, oftald
misery, of darkness — what was needed was peagg Harmony, and light. That is what Jews, Greahd,
Romans longed for, and today that is what men andem, Christian and Muslim, capitalist and commiunis
long for. Only a small handful of psychopaths trdstight in suffering. Most people want to retuorthe
garden — even when they act like they do not betbage. And since we know that God loves and biesse
His people, we think that He sent Jesus to enstréié and make us good. What a shame. This exji@tta

is too small for Jesus. The Son of God came towichrmore than make us good. He came to make us god.

St. Athanasius said, “The Son of God became ma ywth might become god.” Now Athanasius
did not mean that we become a deity. He notedvityeste 12 of our gospel lesson teaches that when we
receive Jesus, we become children of God. Andiifldm of God, then we share God’s nature, although
without becoming a deity.

When you woke up this morning, is this what youwitdjlat about yourself? Did you yawn and stretch
and think, “What a wonderful day to be a child ad3” When you go to work or to school, are you avar
that you are a child of God in the midst of childef Adam? This is identity issue, isn’t it? Wedalissed
last week how vital it is to be clear about yousndty. If you do not know who you are, nothingliiie
makes sense. Take Tom Brady for example, the gbadk of the New England Patriots. When the
opposing team loses possession of the ball anBatrét offense takes the field, how bizarre watilae
for Tom Brady to stay on the bench? “Tom, get bate,” coach Belichick barks. Tom Brady says, “Goac
you need to send a quarterback out there.” Wainhot even finish this scenario. Itta® bizarre! It is
preposterous for the greatest quarterback in tHethlForget who he is. But that is how Christiarshhve.
We act as though this world needs Jesus to retthven there are millions of sons of God here rigiwn
Jesuswill return and finish the work of salvation, but i tneantime He has placed powerful children of
God on earth to continue His work.

Children of God

If you believe in Jesus, yare a child of God. This is not a command, or a goah wish. Itis a
fact. You might look like the people around yout lmoks are deceiving. When you received Jesus, God
transformed you into a new human being. Beforewere a descendant of Adam and possessed his nature
— atendency to sin, a desire to sin, a love afisgn Now God has incorporated you into the neve that
started with Jesus. You are now a descendant o 3a8] possess His nature — a tendency to holiaess,
desire to live a holy life, a love of holiness. uegame, not to make us good, but to make us god —
reconstruct the humanity race into a god-like race.

Some of you find this hard to believe. You look f#aene as you have always looked. You have the
same voice and the same strengths and weaknessterfore, you do still sin. So how could it bestr
that we are a reconstructed race? The answertidekas is rebuilding our race while we are stiliti
When we die we will be resurrected in perfect hedigy but for now our old natures and our new nature
overlap. This can be confusing. It confused thesipd?aul. In Romans chapter seven he recounts how
confused he was by his sincere desire to do righithis tendency to do wrong. God is rebuildingheafc
us individually, but it is a process that will taidifetime. Day by day it can be hard to see fifieces of
God'’s work, but over the decades we can see Gdtirgmout our old sinful nature as He recreategviib
a new, godly nature.

And through this process you have your three ergmimstantly warring against you. Jesus
defeated Satan, sin, and the world, so they hay®wer over you. Satan is completely powerlesatse
you to sin. Your old sinful nature is completelynmless to produce acts of sin in you. The wortshad
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you is completely powerless to influence you to 3iou know that, don’t you? Actually, most Christ&a
do not. Most Christians hear Satan whisper, “TH#t flass of wine is irresistible. You do not habhe
willpower to resist. You might as well drink it.” &4t Christians feel the sin in them urge them pea¢
slanderous gossip. “It is not really that bad, lbesides — that hussy deserves to be taken dowiti” Most
Christians hear the world calling, “Join us! Seragural and fun. It is unreasonable to deny ydutgend
they cannot resist. That is what they think. Bug @ll a lie. The truth is yocan resist. Like a hologram, if
you push against these lies, you find nothing théoel are children of God! You are the people wikie |
holy lives. You are the people who posses divinegroYou are the lights who expose the darknefis®f
and drive them away.

So why don’t we expose the darkness? Why do we gleim the face of temptations? Why do
Christians so often act much like the world arous@ Because we forget who we are. There is only one
reason why Tom Brady would remain on the bench whiartime to take the field. It is if he forgoghvas
the quarterback. He will never do that, will he? Blnristians do it all the time. We forget that asme
children of Almighty God. When it is time to takeetfield in the face of some darkness, we allovgelwes
to be confused by Satan, the sin within us, andvtiréd. We think that we cannot resist the darknessve
give up and cave in. The lie sounds so plausilbldesutiful, so wonderful — we forget that it iBeg we
forget that it will evaporate before our light. \leget, and so we give in.

What can be done? We need to remember who we an@tuse can help us here. One of the
reasons we should read and hear scripture everisdaythat we will remember who we are and will no
be deceived by the lie. We can remind each othemwé see each other and interact by phone, emdil, a
social media, we can remind each other that weldldgren of God and have the power to resist thele
can remind ourselves. Some of you may find it helfif post notes on your bathroom mirror or compute
desktop, above the sink or in your cubicle — a mgitieh might say something like, “You are a chifdzod.

Do not be deceived by lies.” You will find thattime you will have a stronger sense that you arteild of
God and will more aware of the lies that come yoay.

The Presence of God

There is much that could be said about the childf&hod, but this morning we will consider three
aspects: presence, holiness, and poliest, presence. Did you ever notice in the Bible that whenevedGo
is present, people take notice? No one can mis$ Bod appeared to Abraham in a smoking firepot. He
appeared to Moses in the burning bush. He appe¢arbBashua before the battle of Jericho. He apdeare
Isaiah in the temple, just to mention a few inseen@nd in every case, people noticed. Noticedy Weze
blown away! Now, we are not God. But we are thédechn of God. When we enter a community, people
notice. Our presence makes a difference. We arkgtiteof the world and the salt of the earth. Slyripy
being present we drive out the darkness and presemcommunities. Not perfectly, not permanenthyt-
truly.

The application to this is that we ought to stapdg@p out, engage our community in all sorts of
ways — in work and school and business, etc.daisto see some Christians cower in isolation bigar
of the world. We are the children of God! No onéksly to come up to you and congratulate you oary
godliness. In fact the world is more likely to psgste you for standing for your Christian convingoBut
they will notice and be influenced. Christmas me#fect example of this principle. All sorts of pé®with
all sorts of religions celebrate Christmas withewtn knowing who Christ is. That is because Clansti
unashamedly celebrate Christmas, and the world sye¢pt up in our holiday. You may object to an
immoral practice at work or in government, and ppsgino will pay attention you. Business continues a
usual. Wrong. Often people will not immediately aba, but your voice will resonate through the heand
minds of those around you. That is not becausehyme such a powerful voice. It is because when God
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speaks, people listen — and you are a child of @dten you speak, people will be changed. pitesence
of children of God changes a community.

The Holiness of God

Second, the children of God are a holy people. This isduse God is holy. This no doubt makes
sense, but is it really true? Most of us struggih wsin, and some Christians seem to be losindp#tte.
The recent sex scandals in the church make Chrsssieem more like enthusiastic sinners than likesa
And it does not take much effort to think of Chiasis in your neighborhood who do not really seeny ve
holy. Furthermore, those Christians who do seerhawe their act together and never sin tend to act
offensively self-righteous. Yes, you would thinlatichildren of God should be holy, but it sure does
seem to be the case. And besides, we began thisgesaying that God did not come to make us ¢md.
now are we retracting that statement?

No. The reason that God did not come to make men ggthat it cannot be done. Children of
Adam sin because they want to sin, they like tq isiis inherent to their nature to sin. You caeyant
individual acts of sin, but only by force — whighwhy God instituted civil government and gavehmdtate
the legitimate use of force. But when our naturengjes, behavior follows. Children of God do gootlayo
coercion, but out of a holy nature. Children of Gadonger want to sin — they want to obey Godldzan
of God no longer like to sin — they hate sin akd liloing good. Children of God are by nature inhtye
righteous. Oh yeah, you say? “| know Christians whjwy sin very much. They claim to believe in Jsu
but they have no desire to obey God.” First, sog@pfe who claim to believe in Jesus really do ibere
are people who make fraudulent claims to faithugétimself said, “Not everyone who says to me, d,or
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matth&21) Until Jesus returns there will be impostensag
us. But they are fakes, and they do not invalidagetruth about real believers. And that truthhatt
everyone who believes in Jesus becomes a chilabdf G

Some of you sitting here today may be nervouslyféhg in your minds because, honestly, that
wonderful description of the children of God doesfit you. You thought you believed in Jesus. Yioed
to believe in Him. You want to be a Christian. Butith be told, you sort of like sinning, and yather
resent some of God’s commands. Are you a frauclaagvare of it? Where do you stand with God? Well
the fact that you are here and have not left yatdgn that you belong to God. We are God’s teraphk
you are part of it, singing, confessing, listenipiaying, dining. True frauds cannot endure Godésence,
so they seldom show up in church. True frauds rbake claims, but do not follow through. But thahist
true of you. God has brought you here, He has hgamdconfession and your praise, He is speakiygto
and He will feed you. God is your Father and Heekoyou as His child. And another aspect of thedofil
of God is that we are children. There is a begigninlife as a Christian, and progress as we mailhen
you were born, you were a baby with much potenitiat, most of it unrealized. In the years followiyau
learned to use your mind and body to walk, talkgsfight, and all human activity. You were a hurbaing
at birth and that never changed, but your capacidid change until you began to act like other meatu
human beings. When you were reborn as a child of y@o immediately had the potential to act like God
but it was unrealized. You are growing as a Clastand daily are becoming more like Christ. God is
snuffing out your old sinful nature as He recregims with a new, godly nature.

So it might be more accurate to say that the afiidd God aréecoming a holy people. You should
be able to identify sinful behavior patterns whigted to be true of you, but are no more. This id Go
working in you to kill the sinful impulses of yootd nature and bring to the surface the holy imgsilde
has placed in you. Be encouraged! God has madeligothild and is transforming you! This gives upho
that those sins which still torment us will be puteath some day. Meanwhile, it makes sense ftur aisn
to live like children of God. Tom Brady is famous tis carefully constructed diet and his meticslou
training program. Tom knows that he is the besttgulack in the NFL, and he acts like it. | do kobw



-5-

if he likes his weird diet or his grueling workoulbsit he is a quarterback, and this is how quaatskblive.
You are not some insignificant creature who no@ares about. You are a child of God, and it makases
to act like one. There will be a lot of misstepsrg the way, but God is at work in you to make shed
you grow toward maturity. Holiness is your futube not live in the past.

The Power of God
Third, children of God possess great power. You are tharea human being. You are greater than
the pinnacle of an evolutionary process. You atahmchild of some tribal deity or weakling godware
the child of Almighty God, Creator and Ruler of timiverse. Your Father has absolute, unlimited powe
— and you are born of Him. Of course your powardsabsolute and unlimited, but it is substantfadu
control the course of history and the destiny dfams. Do you think | am exaggerating? Listen talRs
149 as it speaks about the people of God:
6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats *
and two-edged swords in their hands,
7 to execute vengeance on the nations *
and punishments on the peoples,
8 to bind their kings with chains *
and their nobles with fetters of iron,
9 to execute on them the judgment written! *
Thisis honor for all his godly ones. Praise the LORD!

Who binds kings with chains and executes judgmemtdbles? The people of God! Which of God’s
people? All of God’s people! Friends, the futureoaf world is in our hands. God has given us thegro
to bring down the mighty and promote the humbléwe w ill use it.

Now there are many ways this power can be misutatasand we will touch on only a few today.
One, God does not grant us power to engage in sikingsu do not have power to levitate the cat. Our
power is activated in service to God’s Kingddmo, God’s power in us is not often instantaneoust bu
that does not make it less real. Godly people dh bales of the Iron Curtain prayed and acted iagbr
down the communist governments of the Soviet Ualah Eastern Europe. Those prayers were offered for
several decades, until in a moment communism cedidfike a house of cards. What nuclear arms autld
accomplish, God’s children accomplished, but iktaowhile.Three, God’s power in His children is not
often expressed in force of arms. The two-edgeddaygacommonly a symbol of God’s word, and we exert
enormous power as we proclaim the gospel everywliergo. The children’s rhyme is false. “Sticks and
stone may break my bones, but words will never mgrt’ Nonsense. The words of God heal and hurtt exa
and destroy. We have those words. Let us unleashtérrible power to heal our land, save our hbags,
and change our world.

The Word of God

Which brings us back to the beginning of our gosgs$on, where St. John introduces us to the
eternal Word who “became flesh and dwelt among dissus is the true Word, the original Word, the
omnipotent Word, the Word of salvation and comfartd we, children of God, are made in His image and
thus each of us is a word. We are a word to owghtogirs by our presence. We are a word in our cormmun
ties by our holiness. And we are a word for thela/by our power. You are the hope of the world lisea
the Hope of the world comes through you. You aeecitimfort of the hurting and the salvation of gt .|
Do not doubt your true identity! Go into the wottdcomfort and conquer with Jesus!

Children need to be well-fed in order to stay Healnd grow to maturity. Today God is serving
you a two-course meal. We just had the first cowr&@®od’s word in scripture — and in a moment Golll wi
serve us the second course — the bread and wirvee Asar God’s word and eat His Supper week by week
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we grow stronger and stronger. So come, with tre¥gy and excitement of hungry children, to receive
Jesus in the Supper.

Prayer

Lord God, thank you for making us your dear chifdi@/e are overwhelmed by your wisdom and
generosity and love! We never would have thoughhis, and we struggle to grasp what you did. We
thought you came to make us good, and we strugdbe good, and we pester each other to be good. But
instead you made us Your children, and you lovasu¥our children, and we have the promise of over-
coming sin as we grow. But Father, we keep forggttie are Your children! Help us to remember. Help
to remind each other. Help us to follow Jesus’ gxanand plunge into the world so that our presavitte
brighten this dark age. Make us holy. Teach usi¢ddvour tremendous power with great humility, vasd
and courage. For Your glory and the salvation efuorld, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, who wag bo
to make us children of God. Amen.

C. David Green
Redeemer Kenai
December 30, 2018



